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From the desk of DGP

India’s economic growth and prosperity has propelled the sales of two wheelers and
four wheelers across the country, resulting in an exponential increase in vehicles on our
roads. The soaring vehicular density, mixed traffic conditions and congested road
infrastructure poses a serious challenge to ensuring safe mobility for all the road users.
As per the MoRTH data, there were approximately 484 fatalities per day in 2024 due to
traffic accidents in India. Needless to say, Road Traffic accidents remain a grave public
safety concern in the U.T. of Puducherry, with 221 persons having lost their lives in
2024.

Puducherry Police is committed to reinforcing road safety, reducing road traffic
accidents and attéining our goal of ‘zero fatality’. The traffic accidents which occurred
in the year 2024 have been comprehensively analysed to identify trends, patterns,
causes and higher risk / vulnerable locations. This data driven analysis seeks to provide

meaningful insights for evidence based interventions.

I am confident that the findings of this report will be invaluable for all our stakeholders,
particularly'the road engineering authorities, transport departrhent, health services and
enforcement agencies, in planning and implementation of targeted road safety
measures. It will be instrumental in formulation of preventive strategies and optimal

deployment of resources in vulnerable locations.

I place on record my deep appreciation to the entire team of Traffic Police involved in
data collection, analysis and compilation of this report. This report will contribute to
reducing road traffic accidents, saving lives and making Puducherry’s roads safer for all

road users.
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

A total of 1,391 road accidents were reported by districts in the Union Territory

of Puducherry during the calendar year 2024, resulting in 221 lives lost and
injuries to 1,548 persons. Both the number of road accidents and the number of
persons injured increased in 2024 compared to 2023. In percentage terms,
accidents were higher by 10.84% and injuries by 4.31% over the previous year,
and the number of persons killed in road accidents during 2024 (221) was also
higher than in 2023 (211).

When analysed by road category, National Highways accounted for 31.93% of
total road accidents and 36.19% of deaths in 2024. State Highways and other
roads constituted 29.25% and 38.74% of accidents respectively, and accounted
for 32.12% and 31.67% of fatalities. In terms of location, 660 accidents
occurred in urban areas and 731 in rural arecas, with 98 fatalities in urban areas
and 123 in rural areas. Compared to the previous year, the share of accidents

and fatalities in urban areas increased in 2024.

The South region of Puducherry recorded the highest number of road accidents
as well as the highest number of persons killed in 2024, while T.R. Pattinam,
Yanam, and the West region of Puducherry saw a decrease in fatalities
compared to 2023. In the overall victim profile, drivers and riders accounted
for the largest share of road accident victims at 45%, followed by passengers at
25% and pedestrians at 16%. Pedestrians were the most vulnerable group, with
the highest fatality ratio of about 4.3%, while drivers and riders contributed the
highest number of deaths due to greater exposure. The overall fatality rate across
all victim types was around 3.2%, highlighting the need for focused safety
measures for pedestrians and two-wheeler users, along with continued

enforcement of helmet and seat belt use.

Analysis of road accidents by weather condition in 2024 showed that the vast

majority occurred under sunny or clear weather, with 905 accidents, indicating




that most crashes were linked to behavioural and traffic factors rather than
adverse weather. Rainy conditions accounted for only 20 accidents, reflecting
their relatively limited impact on the overall accident incidence during the year.
However, a notable number of accidents occurred under foggy (240) and
cloudy (226) conditions, suggesting that reduced visibility and altered lighting
continued to pose significant risks for road users. These patterns point to the
need for strengthened visibility-related safety measures such as proper lighting,
reflective signage, and speed regulation, especially during foggy and low-light

periods.

In terms of the nature of collisions at the UT level, ‘head-on collision’ was the
most common type, with 557 incidents reported, followed by 544 ‘hit from side’
collisions and 210 ‘hit from back’ collisions. Compared to 2023, side impacts,
run-~off-road crashes, and head-on collisions showed significant increases in
2024.

Contrary to national statistcis, where young adults in the age group 18-45
accounts for majority of fatal accident victims(66.4%) in 2023, in Puducherry,
fatal road accident victims largely comprised people aged 60 and above, with
63 fatalities in this age group in 2024. Males continued to represent a
significantly higher proportion of road fatalities than females, reflecting greater
exposure and risk behaviours. These patterns underscore the persistent need for

targeted road safety measures for senior citizens and male road users.

Similar to national statistics, in 2024, higher number of road accidents were
recorded in rural areas(731) than in urban areas(660). Another similar pattern
observed between Puducherry and India as a whole, is that the share of two

wheeler riders in total fatality was the highest followed by pedesterians.

To ensure road safety and to achieve our ambitious goal, in 2024, a total of
187,795 prosecutions under different heads of traffic violations were submitted

in 2024, compared with 114,259 in 2023, representing an increase of 24.35%.




DEMOGRAPHIC PROFILE & TRAFFIC OVERVIEW — PUDUCHERRY
(MoRTH 2024 + Puducherry Police)
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Puducherry at a glance

Puducherry, a Union Territory on the southeastern coast of India, is composed
of four geographically separated regions—Puducherry, Karaikal, Mahe and
Yanam—each with its own cultural and linguistic characteristics. The territory
has a predominantly urban population, reflecting its status as an administrative,
educational and commercial hub. Puducherry’s demographic landscape is
shaped by a relatively high population density, balanced gender ratio, and a
literacy rate that is among the higher in the country. The region includes a
youthful working-age population alongside a steadily increasing elderly
segment, creating diverse social and economic needs. Multilingualism is a
notable feature, with Tamil, Telugu, Malayalam, and French influencing local
culture and daily life. Overall, Puducherry presents a unique demographic mix
marked by urbanisation, cultural diversity, and favourable human development

indicators.

Traffic Administrative Boundary - Puducherry

Traffic administration in the Puducherry region is structured under the Traffic
Police Wing of the Puducherry Police, with clear jurisdictional divisions to
manage enforcement and traffic regulation across areas within the Union
Territory.

Traffic administration in the Puducherry District is also organised into two
larger sub-~divisions for command and control: North-East Sub-Division &
South-West Sub-Division. Each sub-division looks after two traffic police
stations and reports to the Senior Superintendent of Police (Traffic).

With respect to UT’s other regions, traffic police units are separately

administered under their respective police leadership:

e Karaikal Traffic Police constituting Town traffic station covers Karaikal
town limits and surrounding assembly constituencies headed by SSP,

Karaikal.




e Mahe and Yanam have dedicated traffic wings under the local
Superintendent of Police (Mahe and Yanam), responsible for traffic law

enforcement in those districts.

Population vs. Vehicles: (2020-2024)

Population of Puducherry sees a steady annual increases of ~2—-3% per year from

2020 to 2024 and number of motor vehicles also continued to rise year after
year, reflecting increased motorisation. With rising population and increasing
vehicle ownership, the vehicles per capita ratio is likely trending upwards.
Puducherry has historically had high vehicle ownership per population
compared with other Indian states/UTs. Increased vehicles contribute to higher
traffic volumes, greater demand on infrastructure, and intensified requirements

for traffic management and road safety planning.

TABLE: 1 POPULATION Vs VEHICLES COUNT IN PUDUCHERRY U.T.
FROM 2020-2024
Year Population (lakh) Total Vehicles (lakh)
2020 15.68 11.19
2021 16.09 11.85
2022 16.51 12.53
2023 16.94 13.25
2024 17.39 14.02




Population vs Vehicles Count in Puducherry U.T. (2020-2024)
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MOTOR VEHICLE REGISTERED IN PUDUCHERRY U.T. FROM 2020-2024

Motor vehicle registration in the Puducherry Union Territory shows a steady

upward trend across all regions from 2019-20 to 2023-24, indicating
continuous motorisation and increasing dependence on personal transport.
Puducherry region accounts for the largest share of registrations, followed by
Karaikal, while Mahe and Yanam contribute comparatively smaller proportions
due to their limited population and geographical size. The total number of
registered vehicles in the UT increased from 1.12 million in 2019-20 to 1.4
million in 2023-24, reflecting expanding mobility needs. Although the 2022—
23 values represent cumulative registrations reported within that specific
period, the overall trend continues upward, with the UT reaching 643,729 by
2023-24. These patterns underline the growing pressure on transport
infrastructure and the need for improved traffic management and safety

interventions across the Union Territory.




TABLE: 2 MOTOR VEHICLE REGISTERED IN PUDUCHERRY U.T. FROM 2020-~2024

Year / PDY KKL MAH YAN
) . ) ) ) UT Total
Period (Vehicles) (Vehicles) (Vehicles) (Vehicles)
2019-20 980,445 114,960 14,327 8,999 1,118,731
2020-21 1,015,954 120,786 15,273 9,651 1,161,664
2022-23 493,482 81,171 12,084 9,063 595,800
2023-24 533,292 87,445 13,141 9,851 643,729

The estimated annual vehicle movement across different road categories in
Puducherry U.T. shows that the highest traffic volumes occur in the Puducherry
and Karaikal regions, together accounting for more than 95% of total UT traffic.
National Highways carry the largest share of vehicle flow at approximately
202.7 million vehicles per year, reflecting their importance as major intercity
and interstate corridors. State Highways, though limited in length, handle
around 34.9 million vehicles annually, mainly concentrated within the
Puducherry region. Major District Roads contribute an additional 83.1 million
vehicle movements, predominantly from Karaikal. Other roads—including
district and rural roads—carry an estimated 205.1 million vehicles per year,
highlighting significant intra-regional movement within smaller towns and
residential areas. Overall, the Union Territory experiences an estimated 525
million vehicle movements per year, underscoring heavy traffic demand and the
need for strong road safety, capacity enhancements, and congestion

management across its diverse road network.

No major new roads have been laid in Puducherry during the past five years but
number of vehicles increased from 1.12 million in 2019-20 to 1.4 million in
2023-24. The existing road network continues to experience a steady increase
in traffic volume due to rapid growth in the vehicle population, urban
expansion, and rising commercial activities. In the absence of new road
development or capacity augmentation, the burden on the existing
infrastructure has increased considerably, resulting in traffic congestion,

reduced travel speeds, and increased road safety concerns.
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PROFILE AND TRENDS OF ROAD ACCIDENTS
Broad profile of 2024 vis-a-vis 2023

The incidence of road accidents increased by 10.84%, indicating a rise in overall

crash frequency across the Union Territory. The number of fatal accidents also
went up, reflecting heightened crash severity. Correspondingly, the total
number of persons killed in road accidents increased by 4.74%, while injuries
rose by 4.31%, underscoring the growing public health burden of road trauma.
Table 3 presents a comparative overview of the key accident indicators for 2023
and 2024, and the police station—wise distribution for 2024. These trends
highlight the need for targeted safety interventions and focused engineering

measures in high-risk zones.

TABLE 3: MAJOR PARAMETERS OF ROAD ACCIDENT STATISTICS IN 2024
vis-a-vis-2023
% Change over
Parameter 2023|2024 )
previous year
Total 1255|1391 10.84
Number of Road
' Fatal 206 | 219 6.31
Accidents
Non- fatal | 1049|1172 11.73
Number of person killed 211 | 221 4.74
Total 1484|1548 4.31
Number of persons .
_ Grievous | 432 | 471 9.03
Injured
Minor |1052|1077 2.38
Accidents Severity (Persons killed per
, 16.81/15.89 ~-5.50
100 accidents)
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Station wise Road accident statistics

Station~wise road accident statistics for 2024, compared with 2023, show
significant variation in both the frequency and severity of crashes across
different police station limits. Table 3A highlights how certain stations recorded
noticeable increase in accident counts, reflecting rising vehicular volumes and
congestion while others experienced reductions due to improved traffic
management and local safety measures. The comparative trends help identify
accident-prone jurisdictions where focused interventions such as stricter

enforcement, engineering improvements, and public awareness are urgently




required. Overall, the station-wise breakdown provides valuable insights into
localized road safety challenges, enabling us to prioritize high-risk zones and

strategise accordingly.

Table 3A: Station wise Road accident statistics in 2024 vis~a~vis 2023

RTA Data 2023 RTA Data 2024 % Change | % change
Traffic PS | No. of No.of | No.of | No.of No. of in in
Accident | Fatalities | Injured | Accident | Fatalities | Injured | Accidents | Fatalities
258 0.40 3.85
255 15.09 48.39
330 31.28 10.42
386 19.80 -37.70
Traffic
PS(Town 182 1.48 27.59
KKL)
Traffic PS
(TR 57 47 ~-33.33 ~-18.18
Pattinam)
Mahe 23 27 -4.35 0.00
Palloor 21 44 42.86 200.00
Yanam 31 19 -48.39 133.33
Total 1255 1548 10.84 4.74

PS WISE - 2023 & 2024 RTA ANALYSIS
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Type of road accidents in 2024

In 2024, out of 1391 road accidents, 221 were fatal (killed), 1172 accidents
were non-fatal accidents. Among the 1548 persons injured, 471 were grievous
injuries and 1077 were minor injuries. As compared to the previous year, there
was an increase in the number of fatal (4.31%), grievous injury accidents

(9.03%) and increase in minor injury (2.38%) in 2024.

Table 4 : Type of Road accident in 2024 vis ~ a~ vis 2023

Type of Road Accident 2023 |2024| % change over previous year
Fatal Accidents (Persons killed) | 211 | 221 4.31%
Grievous injury accidents
- 432 | 471 9.03%
(Person injured)
Minor injury accidents (Person
1052 | 1077 2.38%

injured)

Type of Road accidents in 2023 and 2024
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Nature of road accidents in 2024

Table 5 : Road accident by type of collision in 2024 vis ~ a~ vis 2023
Type of collision 2023|2024| % change from previous year
1. With parked vehicle 9 14 56%
2. Hit from Back 251 | 210 -16%
3. Hit from side 385 | 544 41%
4. Run off Road 1 3 200%
5. Fixed Object 18 | 14 ~22%
6. Vehicle overturn 4 5 25%
7. Head on Collision 537 | 557 4%
8. Others 50 44 ~-12%
Total 1255(1391 11%

Nature of road accidents or collision types at UT level data shows that ‘head on
collision’ accounted for (557). The other major types of collisions are “Hit from
side” (544) and “Hit from back” (210). As compared to 2023, hit from side, run
off-road, head-on collision, have shown significant increased in 2024. Fixed

object, however, came down remarkably in 2024 as compared to 2023.

The dominance of head-on collisions (557) is noteworthy because such
collisions typically involve high speeds and result in severe injuries or fatalities.
Their dominance suggests possible issues with lane discipline, overtaking

behavior, or absence of median barriers.

The significant increase in hit-from-side and run-off-road accidents compared
to 2023 indicates rising challenges related to cutting across lanes and increased

driver distraction. Although lower than the first two categories, ‘hit from back’




(210) remains substantial. This often correlates with tailgating and insufficient
braking distance, sudden stops due to congestion or unpredictable traffic

behavior.

Accidents By Road Category And Road Features

Puducherry is endowed with infrastructural facilities with the best available

in India. A network of all-weather metal roads connecting every village exists

in the territory.

S1.

. Type of road Length in (km)
0
National highways 64.45
State highways 49.304

District & other roads
Pondicherry ~ 173.384
Karaikal - 55.162

Mabhe - 19.622
Yanam - 26.460
274.628 274.628
Rural roads
Pondicherry -~ 164.964
Karaikal - 83.470
248.434 248.434
636.816

In percentage terms, National Highways constitute 10.12%, State Highways
7.69%, District & other roads 43.12% and Rural roads 39.01% respectively of
the total road length in the State. The percentage share of these broad categories
of roads in the total road length is highly uneven and the distribution of the
number of road accidents, fatalities and injuries in 2024 among these road

categories were equally skewed.




Trends of relative share of road categories

The share of different categories of roads in the number of accidents, persons killed
and injured has remained largely stable over the years. The number of road

accidents on National Highways in 2024 is larger than that of the State Highway.

National highways are designed for higher speeds than state highways. Any
error or conflict at these speeds results in more severe crashes with a higher
probability of fatality. National highways often have median openings for U-
turns and frequent intersections at grade (Ievel crossings) with minor roads. It
also provides direct access to roadside shops, homes, and petrol pumps which
creates constant conflict points between high-speed through traffic and slow-

moving/local traffic entering or crossing.

National highways carry a much larger volume of traffic, including a
significantly higher proportion of heavy commercial vehicles (trucks, buses).
These vehicles have longer stopping distances, larger blind spots, and cause
more severe impacts in a crash. National highways are dominated by through
traffic where drivers are unfamiliar with the road whereas State highways have
more local traffic who are familiar with the road's quirks and destinations. The
mix of high-speed cars, slower trucks, animal-drawn carts, two-wheelers, and
pedestrians on the same road creates enormous speed differentials, which is a

primary cause of collisions.

Accidents by Road Environment

The distribution of road accidents across different environments in Puducherry
U.T. reveals distinct risk patterns linked to land use and traffic activity.
Residential areas recorded 530 accidents and 85 fatalities, indicating significant

exposure within densely populated neighbourhoods.

Open areas contributed 95 accidents and 36 fatalities, reflecting higher speeds
and lower visibility often associated with such zones. Institutional and market

or commercial areas together accounted for the largest share, with 681




accidents, highlighting the heavy pedestrian and vehicular interaction in these
busy zones. Additionally, 66 accidents occurred in school and college areas,
emphasizing the vulnerability around educational institutions, while 19
accidents were reported in hospital zones. These trends illustrate how road
environment plays a crucial role in crash occurrence and severity, underscoring
the need for environment-specific safety interventions such as speed

management, pedestrian facilities and enhanced traffic calming measures.

Table 6 : Trends of relative share of road categories in road accident, fatalities and
injuries

National Highways State Highways Other Roads

Year
RTA |Fatalities| Injury RTA Fatalities | Injury RTA |Fatalities| Injury

2023 | 428 87 502 347 58 408 477 66 567

2024 | 445 80 011 407 71 460 539 70 o577

Table:7 : Accidents, fatalities and injuries by road environment ~ 2024
Type of Area Total No. of accident | Person Killed | Persons Injured

1. Residential Area 530 85 520
2. Institutional Area 56 9 61
3.Market/Commercial Area 625 80 720
4. Open Area 95 36 156
5. School area 40 5 44
6. College area 26 3 25
7. Hospital 19 3 22
Total 1391 221 1548




Accidents classified according to Area
I Total No. of accident [l PersonKilled [l Persons Injured

800 720
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600 530520

400
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Accidents by weather condition

Analysis of road accidents by weather condition in 2024 shows that the
vast majority occurred under sunny or clear weather, with 905 accidents,
indicating that most crashes are linked to behavioural and traffic factors rather
than adverse weather. Rainy conditions accounted for only 20 accidents,
reflecting their relatively limited impact on overall accident incidence during
the year. However, a notable number of accidents occurred under foggy (240)
and cloudy (226) conditions, suggesting that reduced visibility and altered
lighting continue to pose significant risks for road users. These patterns
highlight the need for strengthened visibility-related safety measures—such as
proper lighting, reflective signage, and speed regulation—especially during

foggy and low-light periods.

Table 8: Road accidents by weather condition 2024
Weather Condition RTA Fatality Injury
1.Sunny/Clear 905 137 1035
2. Rainy 20 6 17
3. Foggy/Misty 240 44 263
4. Cloudy 226 34 233
Total 1391 221 1548




SPATIAL AND INTER-
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Road accidents in urban and rural areas

This section examines the distribution of road accidents statistics of 2023 and
2024 between rural areas and urban areas, and also across the months in a
year. In 2024, 660 road accidents were recorded in urban areas and 731 were
recorded in rural areas. In case of fatalities, 98 persons killed in road accidents
were in urban areas and 123 were in rural areas. As compared to 2023, the

share of accidents and fatalities in urban areas have increased in 2024.

Rural roads are narrow, often poorly lit and poorly marked. Higher rates of
drunk or untrained driving on rural roads compared to urban centres,

contributes to the severity of accidents.

Table 9: Number of road accidents, fatalities and injuries in Rural and Urban areas

during 2023 and 2024
2023 2024
Area Type
RTA Fatality Injury RTA Fatality Injury
Urban Areca 608 72 761 660 98 692
Rural Area 647 139 723 731 123 856
Total 1255 211 1484 1391 221 1548
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Month-wise distribution of road accidents

The month-~wise distribution of road accidents in 2024 shows that September
recorded the highest number of accidents (147), followed by October (130) and
March (124). Fatalities also peaked in September (28 deaths), with October (23
deaths) and May (26 deaths) closely following. These patterns indicate increased
crash risk during the post-monsoon and early festive period, likely due to higher
traffic volumes, long-distance travel, and risky driving behaviours. The early
months of the year (January—February) show comparatively lower accident counts
and fatalities, while mid-~year months such as June and August exhibit moderate
levels. This distribution highlights the need for targeted enforcement and safety

interventions during peak-risk months, particularly September and October.

Table 10: Month-~wise distribution of road accidents and fatalities - 2024

2024 |JAN |FEB|MAR |APR|MAY |JUN |JULY | AUG | SEPT | OCT | NOV | DEC

Accidents | 108 | 92 | 124 |110| 113 [122| 103 | 117 | 147 | 130 | 96 | 129

Killed 13|10 21 | 14| 20 20| 18 | 19 | 28 | 23 | 11 | 18
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Time interval-wise distribution of Road accidents

The time-of-day analysis for 2023 and 2024 reveals that road accidents are
most frequent during the evening hours, particularly between 18:00 and 21:00
hrs, which accounted for the highest share of accidents in both years (21.04%
in 2023 and 20.35% in 2024). Daytime intervals between 12:00—15:00 hrs and
15:00-18:00 hrs also contributed significantly, reflecting heavy traffic
movement during mid-day and late-afternoon periods. Notably, accidents
increased substantially in the 12:00-15:00 hrs period in 2024, rising from
16.02% to 17.47%, indicating increased risk during peak daytime activity. Late-~
night and early-morning hours (00:00-06:00 hrs) consistently accounted for
the lowest proportion of accidents, though a slight increase is observed in 2024.
Overall, total accidents rose from 1255 in 2023 to 1391 in 2024, highlighting
heightened exposure and emphasizing the need for focused traffic management

during evening peak hours and mid-day periods.




Table 11 : Number of road accidents by time interval of day ~ 2023 & 2024
2023 2024
Time Number of | %ofsharein | Numberof | % of sharein
Accidents | total accidents | Accidents | total accidents
06:00 ~ 09:00
130 10.36 161 11.57
hrs. (Day)
09:00 ~ 12.:00
200 15.94 208 14.95
hrs. (Day)
12:00 ~ 15:00
201 16.02 243 17.47
hrs. (Day)
15:00 ~ 18:00
214 17.05 207 14.88
hrs. (Day)
18:00 ~ 21:00
264 21.04 283 20.35
hrs. (Night)
21:00 ~ 24:00
161 12.83 188 13.52
hrs. (Night)
00:00 -~ 03.00
41 3.27 46 3.31
hrs. (Night)
03:00 - 06:00
) 44 3.51 55 3.95
hrs. (Night)
Total 1255 1391
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Road Accidents by Vehicle Type



Vehicular composition of vehicles involved in accidents:

The analysis of offending vehicle types for 2023 and 2024 shows that motorised
two-~wheelers continue to dominate road accident involvement in Puducherry
U.T., accounting for the highest number of accidents, fatalities and injuries in
both years. Two-wheeler-related accidents increased from 857 in 2023 to 920
in 2024, with fatalities rising sharply from 86 to 108, and injuries from 720 to
948, underscoring their high vulnerability.

Cars/jeeps/vans/taxis remain the second-largest contributors, with accident
numbers increasing marginally in 2024 while fatalities remained constant at
60. Bus-related accidents and deaths showed a significant rise, with 76
accidents and 21 fatalities in 2024 compared to 43 accidents and 9 fatalities in
2023, indicating higher crash severity. Truck/lorry involvement increased in
accident count but saw a notable reduction in fatalities. Heavy articulated
vehicles/trolleys recorded no accidents in 2024. Overall, total accidents
increased from 1255 to 1391, fatalities from 211 to 221, and injuries from
1484 to 1548, highlighting rising risk trends, especially among vulnerable two-

wheeler users.

Table 12 : Road Accidents, fatalities and injuries by offending vehicle type 2023 &
2024
) 2023 2024
Type of Vehicle i i i i
RTA |Fatality | Injury | RTA | Fatality | Injury

1. Motorised two wheeler 857 86 720 | 920 108 948
2. Auto Rickshaw 13 1 1o 32 3 30
3. Car/Jeep/Van/Tax 213 60 382 | 220 60 356
4. Bus 43 9 91 76 21 88
5. Truck/Lorry 105 49 242 | 119 26 102
6. Heavy Articulated
Vehicle/Trolley 12 3 20 0 0 0
7. Tempo/Tractor 12 3 13 24 3 24

Total 1255 211 1484 | 1391 221 1548
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Age of vehicles involved in road accidents

Analysis of road accidents by vehicle age for 2023 and 2024 reveals that older
vehicles (>15 years) continue to account for the majority of accidents, with 880
accidents in 2023 and 848 in 2024, though fatalities slightly decreased from 81
to 75. Vehicles aged 5-10 years and 11-15 years show a notable increase in
both accidents and injuries in 2024, reflecting growing fleet utilisation in these
age categories. Newer vehicles (Iess than 5 years old) recorded a significant rise
in accidents in 2024, from 20 to 125, highlighting the impact of increased
vehicle numbers and usage patterns. Vehicles with unknown age contributed a
smaller proportion of accidents and fatalities, which decreased in 2024. Overall,
total accidents rose from 1255 to 1391, fatalities from 211 to 221, and injuries
from 1484 to 1548, indicating that while older vehicles remain a key
contributor, rising numbers of newer vehicles are also increasing crash

cxposure.




Table 13: Road Accidents, fatalities and injuries by age of vehicles involved

2023 & 2024
2023 2024

Age of Vehicle RTA | Fatality | Injury | RTA | Fatality | Injury
1. Less than 5 years 20 10 120 125 18 135
2. 5-10 years 132 42 522 212 55 548
3. 11 - 15 years 120 58 220 128 58 395
4.>15 years 880 81 507 848 75 365
5. Age Not known 103 20 115 78 15 105
TOTAL 1255 211 1484 | 1391 221 1548
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Age profile of road accident victims

The age-wise analysis of fatal road accident victims in Puducherry U.T. indicates
that middle-aged and senior individuals (35 years and above) account for the
largest share of fatalities. In 2024, the 3545 age group saw fatalities rise from
36 to 44, and the 45-60 group increased from 53 to 56, reflecting growing
vulnerability among working-age adults. The 60 and above age group remains
significantly affected, though fatalities slightly decreased from 66 to 63. This is
in sharp contrast to the national statistics, where young adults in the age group

18-45 accounts for majority of fatal accident victims(66.4%) in 2023.

Young adults aged 18-35 also showed a rising trend in fatalities, from 50 in
2023 to 55 in 2024, highlighting ongoing risk among younger road users.
Fatalities among children and adolescents (below 18 years) remain
comparatively low, with only 3 deaths in 2024. Overall, total fatalities increased
from 211 in 2023 to 221 in 2024, underscoring the importance of age-targeted
road safety measures, including awareness campaigns and stricter enforcement

for high-risk groups.

Table 14: Age Profile of fatal road accident victims during 2023 and 2024
Age ~ Group Persons killed in 2023 Persons killed in 2024

Less than 18 years 6 3

18-25 22 25

25-35 28 30

35-45 36 44

45-60 53 56

60 and Above 66 63

Total 211 221




Age Group wise Persons killed in 2023 & 2024
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Gender and age profile of fatal road accident victims

The gender-wise analysis of fatal road accident victims for 2023 and 2024
indicates a strong male predominance in fatalities across all age groups, keeping
in proportion with the road users. In 2024, male fatalities rose from 160 to 204,
while female fatalities decreased sharply from 51 to 17. Young males aged 18—
35 and middle-aged males (35-60) represent the highest fatality counts, with
18-25 increasing from 13 to 17 and 45-60 rising from 51 to 61. Female
fatalities are comparatively low in all age groups, with the largest numbers

observed in the 60 and above category.

Men drive more miles and spend more time on the road, sometimes during
adverse weather conditions, increasing their exposure towards road accident.
They also dominate driving-intense professions (truck drivers, bus drivers),

which also increases the overall exposure to accident risk.




Table 15 : Gender ~ wise profile of fatal road accident victims in 2023 & 2024

Age — Group 2023 2024
Male Female Male Female

Less than 18 years 4 2 3 0

18-25 13 2 17 0

25-35 28 18 37 1

35-45 32 1 41 1

45-60 51 13 61 6

60 and Above 32 15 45 9

Total 160 51 204 17
—._
.\ /
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Causes of Road Accidents

Road accidents are inherently multi-~causal, arising from the complex interplay
of several factors. Broadly, these can be classified into human errors, road
conditions/environment, and vehicular condition. Human errors including
speeding, distracted driving, drunk driving, and violation of traffic rules—are
often the leading contributors. Road conditions and environment, such as poor
surface quality, inadequate signage, sharp curves, intersections, and high
pedestrian density, can significantly increase accident risk. Vehicular condition,
including mechanical failures, poor maintenance, or defects, also plays a critical

role.

Traffic rules violations

While traffic rule violations are frequently cited as a primary cause of road
accidents, the accuracy of such data is constrained by several limitations. Most
information comes from eye-witnesses, who may not be forthcoming with all
details and lack of CCTVs in rural areas severly restrict our further anaslysis.
Pedesterian behavior, including jaywalking or unsafe crossing, is seldom
documented as a cause of accidents and fatalities. Similarly, data on drunken
driving is severely limited, as only a small fraction of offending drivers are

apprehended within 24 hours.
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Analysis of traffic rules violations in 2024 shows that overspeeding is the
leading reported violation, accounting for 318 accidents and 42 fatalities,
followed by rash driving with 191 accidents and 22 deaths. Driving on the
wrong side contributed to 78 accidents, resulting in 7 fatalities. Incidents of
drunken driving were comparatively rare in recorded data, with only 5
accidents and 1 death, reflecting challenges in apprehension and reporting.
Notably, a majority of accidents, 799 out of 1391, were reported as having no

violation identified, which underscores the limitations in information source.

Table 16 : Road accidents by type of traffic rules violations ~ 2024
Traffic rules Violation No. of Accidents | killed | injured

1. Over Speeding 318 42 368
2. Rash & Negligent driving 799 149 899
3. Driving on wrong side 78 7 76
4. Drunken Driving 5 1 1

5. Others 191 22 204
Total 1391 221 1548




Persons Killed and Injured due to Non-wearing of Safety Device

In 2024, a significant number of road accident victims suffered injuries or
fatalities due to the non-wearing of safety devices. Helmets were the primary
safety device linked to fatalities and injuries, with 79 persons killed, 225
sustaining grievous injuries, and 288 sustaining minor injuries. Among these,
drivers accounted for the majority, with 59 deaths, 165 grievous injuries, and
216 minor injuries, while passengers contributed 20 deaths, 60 grievous
injuries, and 72 minor injuries. Seat belts were associated with fewer casualties,
totaling 4 deaths, 10 grievous injuries, and 46 minor injuries, primarily
affecting drivers. These figures highlight the critical role of helmets and seat
belts in reducing the severity of road accident outcomes and underscore the

need for stricter enforcement and public awareness.

Table 17 : Persons Killed and Injured due to Non~wearing of Safety Device by
Victims ~2024

Safety devices Killed | Grievous Injury | Minor Injury
1. Non-Wearing of Helmets 79 225 288

a) Drivers 59 165 216

b) Passengers 20 60 72

2. Non-Wearing of Seat Belt 4 10 46

a) Drivers 4 10 20

b) Passengers 0 0 26

Persons Killed and Injured due to Non-wearing of Safety
Device by Victims -2024

B «illed == Grievous Injury === Minor Injury
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BLACK SPOTS




Black Spots

As per definition outlined by the Ministry of Road Transport and Highways
(MoRTH) in notification No.RW/NH/15017/109/2015/P&M(RSCE) dated
28.10.2015, a road accident black spot on a National Highway is defined as a
stretch of approximately 500 meters where either of the following conditions is
met over a three-year period:
% Five or more road accidents (including fatalities or grievous injuries)
occurred in the combined years of 2016, 2017, and 2018.

% Ten or more fatalities occurred in the same three-year period.

Identification of Black Spots -2024 in Puducherry UT

Table 18: Identified Black Spots ~ PS wise ~ 2024
PS National State Others | Total Black
Highways highways Road spots
East 1 0 0 1
North 8 5 0 13
South 12 0 0 12
West 3 0 0 3
Town,KKL 6 0 0 6
TR Pattinam 0 0 0 0
Mahe 0 0 0 0
Palloor 0 0 0 0
Yanam 0 0 0 0
TOTAL 35 5 0 40
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ROAD SAFETY INITIATIVES




Road Safety Initiatives by the Government

The State Road Safety Council has been established in Puducherry, headed by
the Chief Secretary, along with District Road Safety Committees chaired by the
respective District Magistrates, in line with directions from the Supreme Court
Committee on Road Safety (SCCRS). The State Road Safety Council convenes
twice a year, while District Road Safety Committees are mandated to meet once

every quarter to review and guide road safety measures at the local level.

A comprehensive State Road Safety Plan was formulated in 2017 to provide a
structured approach for reducing road accidents and fatalities. The lead agency
for implementing this plan is the Commissioner of Transport, supported by key
members from police, Public Works Department (PWD), and Health

departments.

To operationalize the objectives of the State Road Safety Policy, the Government
of Puducherry has launched a multi-pronged Safe Drive Save Life campaign,
based on the 5E's:

1. Education - Creating awareness among road users.

2. Engineering - Improving road infrastructure and vehicle
safety.

3. Enforcement — Strict implementation of traffic laws.

4. Evaluation — Monitoring and assessing road safety
interventions.

5. Emergency Care — Ensuring prompt medical response to accident
victims.

This framework ensures a systematic and coordinated approach to enhancing

road safety, integrating policy, planning, enforcement, and public participation.




Awareness Campaign on Road Safety

The Puducherry Police has undertaken extensive community outreach programs
under the annual Road Safety Week, aiming to educate citizens and promote
safer road practices. In 2024, a wide range of activities were conducted,

including:

e Road safety lectures in schools, colleges, and villages.

e Sit-and-draw competitions, skits, and roadshows to engage students and

the community.

e Counselling sessions for drivers and medical camps targeting commercial
drivers.
The Education Cell has implemented road safety training programs for students
under the Child Traffic Corps initiative, and regular awareness programs
continue to be conducted in schools. The “Safe Drive, Save Life” slogan has been
widely publicized to reinforce the message of responsible driving.

To strengthen institutional capacity, the government has:

o (Created the post of SP Traffic Headquarters to enhance traffic

management.

e FEstablished a Traffic Monitoring Cell for research, data analysis, and

informed decision-making.

Additionally, road safety audits have been conducted by a team from IRTE, New
Delhi, focusing on the Puducherry and Karaikal districts, to identify engineering

and operational improvements for accident prevention.

These initiatives reflect a comprehensive approach, combining education,
community engagement, enforcement, and data-driven interventions to

improve road safety outcomes across the Union Territory.




Road safety awareness programmes at various schools/colleges
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Enforcement by Puducherry Police

Puducherry Police ensure road safety through active enforcement of traffic laws.
Key measures include traffic patrols and checkpoints, speed, helmet, and
seatbelt compliance checks, and drunken driving control. Accident~prone zones
and black spots are closely monitored, while violations are recorded and acted
upon. Enforcement is complemented by public awareness campaigns, creating
a combined approach of education and legal action to reduce accidents and

improve road safety across the Union Territory.

Traffic Police has increased the enforcement of violations by 66% in the year
2024 in comparison to 2023. In 2024, a total of 227175 challans were issued




against 136622 challans in 2023. The challans issued for the offences directly

linked to the personal safety of road users are tabulated as follows:

Year Without | Mobile phone  No seat Wrong side Over
helmet use belt driving speeding

2023 47140 4760 4619 1462 1564

2024 35436 7822 4882 3122 1195

Traffic Road Engineering

The Puducherry Traffic (Engineering & Road Safety) unit functions under the
overall supervision of Senior Superintendent of Police. The engineering team
conducts on-site inspections of road accident spots, especially accident-prone
and black spot locations. It coordinates with PWD for road safety improvements
such as installation of traffic signs, road markings, speed breakers, closing of
median openings, and junction improvements. The unit prepares and submits
recommendations and remedial measures to the Public Works Department and
other concerned agencies for corrective action including but not limited to
upgrading street lightings, road alignments, lanes, pavements, and intersections,
as well as implementing traffic management measures such as signals, signage,

markings and pedestrian crossings.




Puducherry Traffic Police

THANK YOU
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