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OFFICE OF THE INSPECTOR GENERAL OF POLICE

PO_NDICH CRRY

Dated: 14.12.2000

STANDING ORDER No. 112000

Sub: Registration of FIR in cases of missing, persons - Instructions -
Issued.

In their Final Order dated 3'd August 2000 in Cr1. O.P. No. 1406/2000, the

Hon'ble High Court of Judicature, Madras has observed that the Pondicherry Police had

investigated the matter regarding missing of Home Guard 1.387 Subburayalu without

registering an FIR. The Hon'ble High Court has directed. that a case should be registered

by the Station House Officer of Karayambuthur Police Out Post basing on the complaint

lodged in the Out Post on 22.6.1999 by Thiru Rajagopal Naidu of Chinnakarayambuthur,

'Pondicherry, who is father of the missing person. In compliance of this direction, a case

wider "Man Missing" was registered at Bahour P. S and transferred to the Central Bureau

of Investigation. Chennai for investigation.

It is mandatory on the part of a Station House Officer to register an FIR when a

cognizable offence is reported to him as per Section 154 Cr.P.C. The legal provisions

relating to information to the Police and their power to investigate are contained in

Chapter -XII of Cr.P.C. When this provision of law is taken into account, it is correct to

interpret that in a case of missing person, no cognizable offence is made out if no

allegation of kidnapping or abduction is suspected.

If a person is missing, it is a serious matter for his family and the members of the

public. They expect the Police to take immediate action to find out the missing person.

It is the duty of the State to give protection to life and properties of every citizen. Right

of life is a fundamental right under article 21 of the Indian Constitution. Experiences

have shown that in cases of man missing, there were often misery behind the

disappearance of such persons and even there were cases wherein the persons missing

were subsequently murdered and the body disposed off, or they were either kidnapped or

abducted for murder or ransom etc. As such, it is necessary that the Police should take

steps to find out a missing person. This will really improve our image and satisfy the

hapless members of the public who approach is with report of the missing u, ihcir near

and dear ones.

The U.T. of Pondicherry comes under the territorial jurisdiction of the Hon'ble

High Court of Judicature. Madras. The Hon'ble High Court expects us to ibllow the

procedures being followed by the Tamil Nadu Police in such matters particularly when

we are not having any approved Police Standing Orders of our own.



it is therefore ordered that in -.very report regarding missing p r son and

irrespective of age of such person, an FIR. must be registered immediately by the

concerned Station House Officer. Jf there is reasonable suspicion to sGspect the

commission of any cognizable offence over such missing, a specific. case under

appropriate section of law must be registered. In both cases, the Station House Officer

shall investigate the matter and take all possible immediate steps to trace out the missing

person after registering the case. The Supervisory Officers shall ensure this. ",fly failurcc

to comply this instruction entail disciplinary action.

(I.f,, SINGII)
INSPECTOR GENERAL OF POLICE

PONIYCIIERRY.

To

I. All Station:Elo'use Offrcers/Circie Inspectors of Police / Inspectors of Police

and Incharge of Units in the U.T. of Pondicherry.

2. All Superintendents of Police in the U.T. of Pondicherry.

The Senior Superintendents of Police (L&O)/(C.&I) - for necessary action.
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